Preachied' to the 
UNITED PARISHES 


OF 
th, & Se. Mary Waelehrchs "Hew + 
IN 


=Y » we 


ONT 

co TI 
POYTAI TOS 
. : C | LT 


'% 
* * 
LL 

ir 


Gal. + I6. 


Am 1 therefore become your Enemy, becauſe 1tell jou 
the Trath ? _ 


7 


HEN St, Paul firſt Preached. the Goſpel to 
WwW theſe Galatians, he was Perſecuted on all 

Hands, becauſe of his plain, praQical ane 
powerful Preaching ; but they were ſo far from liking 
him ever the worſe upon that account, that they net= 
ther deſpiſed the Infirmiry, nor rejefted the Tempratic 
which was in his Fleſh, but received him as an Angel v 
God , even as Chrift Jeſus: Yea, and" they thought 
themſelves fo extream Happy in his Miniſtry, that he 
himfelf b:ars them witneſs, that if ir had been poſſible, 
they would have placked out their own Eyes, and 
have given them to him ; as you have it ar large inthe 
Three Verſes that are immediately before my. Text, 

But now all of a fadden , we find a great Change i 

their AﬀeCtions ; their Love is turned into Hatred hg 
their preſent Enmity does equal, if not exceed their for- 
ter Friendſhip. And the reafon of it is this. * Thers 
was in thoſe times a Seft of Men called Gaoſticks, who, 
thongh they were notorious for all manner of Lewd: 
nefs. and Debauchery, did yet pretend to a greater mea» 
ſure of Knowledge than other Men, , And theſe Gno- 
ſticks handled the word. of God deceitfully, and made 
a Merchandize of the Souls of Men, and thought Gain 
to be Godlineſs, and as a means to increaſe their Par 
ty, they tickled their .itching Ears, and pleaſed their 
Fanctes, and preached npto them ſmooth things; Afhrim-. 
ing, It was Iawful to deny Chrilt in the time. of, Perſe. 
Cution z, and confequeyty,.shat they might lawfully/des. 
my Chrift, whenever hjs Noctrin was agaioſt their Pro 
their Pleaſare, or Prefgrmegt in this World, the loſs © 
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which is uſually eſteemed by ſome Men, a greater Per- 
ſecution than the loſs of Life. For, how uſual is it to 
ſee ſome Men hazard their 'very.Lives either for an i- 
maginary point of Honour, or for the filthy pleaſure of 


wt =p | = \ ; 4 4 8% 
ow grateful this DoCtrin was to Fleſh and Bleod,' und 
what a World of Converts it preſently made, needs 
no Proof and how contrary: St. Paul's DoQtrin was-to ity 
needs no Proof neither : His Epiſtles, his Fighting with 
Beaſts at Epheſw , and his other innumerable Perſecu- 
tions. for the Croſs of Chriſt, put it beyond all, doubt. 
And conſequently, we need not inquire. any further in- 
ta the Caule why. theſe. Galatians who were.at firſt {ſo 
fond of St. Paul, are now become ſo much his Enemies z 
for ſays he, Am I become your Enemy, becauſe I tell you 
the Truth? His telling them the trath, was, the true and 
the only cauſe of all their Enmity. againſt hiw : In 
Diſcourſing vpon which. Words, I ſhall uſe. this Me- 
thod... 


Firſt of all, I ſhall ſhew you that the greateſt. Friends 
may become Enemies, 
econdly, I ſhall ſhew you , that Miniſters telling. the 
Truth, do oftentimes make their greateſt Friends to 
become their Enemies. | 
©. Thirdly, 1 ſhall ſhew you , how unreaſonable a-thing. 
it'is for Men to become Enemies to their Miniſters, for 
telling theoy the Truth. 
' Fourthly, T ſhall ſhew you, that Miniſters are not, to 
forbear to 'tell the Truth , though they make their 
greateſt Friends to become their Enemies by fo doing. 
And then 
Laſtly, 1 ſhall ſtew you, that Miniſters are not to.be 
afraid to argue the Caſe with their Hearers ; but they 
are, by St. Paul's Example in my Text, to put it Home 
to all their Conſciences, whether they can alledge- any. 
other reaſon why they, become their Egemies, ayoul | 
ors ute; 
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becanſe they .tell you the truth, and diſcharge thejr 
Conſcience . the ſight of God 33 they , ought to 
"do; 

Of which in their Order, with as much ſhortneſs as 
I poflibly cans wherein if 1 ſhall exceed the uſual time 
attotred for this Exerciſe ,_ do . but' remember if. is my 
Hiſt Serfnon, and thar 1 have St; Pall for wy E:22 ple, 
"who, when he was to'take Fis leaye of Epbe}; $208 
ed' for a long time, 'and tonitinued his Sen ie Mid- 
night, As 29. 7. 9. 


Firſt of all, 1 am to fhew you, that the greateſt Prop, k \ 


Friends,” ma become Enemies. For, theſe Galatians i 
-hate St. 'Pa how, .as much as ever they ed 

fore, | Paul and Barndbas were ExtizofDioary, oe 

and extraordinary good Friends ; they were Fellow- S 
yellers,' Fellow-Labourers, and Fel mere Fly. 3, All 
which had a Maryellous Force to increaſe, coofirs 
continne their Friendſhip : And 'yet they fell os 


a Yery ordinary 'occaſion, and the* Contention 
'ſharp berween them,” that the departed afy 
from the other, As 15. 49, Holy David had a 
Friend, a Companion'; a Guide ,; * who did ear” 
Bread, 'whom he ruſted , with whotn he took fw 
Counſel, and with whom he walked in the. Houſe: gf 
God as A Friend; and yet no body knows, boy even 
'he a!ſo becarhe his Enemy, and. did lay Fr 
2nd did tnagnifie' bhimſelFagainſt him,P/al. 41. Ya 
and even David himſelf was not alfogerher $55 frith 
ly to Jonathan's Poſterity as he ought to have. heeft.,Far, 
that little kindneſs that he ſhewed to his poor Lane; Son 
Mephiboſheth, was not. at all owing to his Friendſhip, but 
to the Oath of God that bad, paſſed, b&ween thew, 
"2 Sar. 21:7: Avd fot to heap w7 any for infances 
1 ſo plain a cafe, St. Peer. who loved .Chxilt ſoentire- 
'Iy,' 25, to profeſs himſe f willing to gf dow fh his, Life 
*for him chough zll others forſock Im; . becamg, HE 
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moth bis Enemy as to. Deny , and to Swear . and bs 
, That he Yiever ſo muth as knew him : Yea, he 

became ſo much his Enemy, that Chriſt kimſelf too 
hin fot the Enemy tte Devil, and ſaid to him plain- 
y, Get thee behind me Satas, Maith, 16, 23. So true Flt 
that the greateſt Friends may becyne Enemies. They 
7 


thay &ty Heſanne to the Son of David , and then Cry- 
ng hitk : Which was the Lf thing propoſed. , And 
id h 


| Second is this, Miniſters telling the Truth,. do often= 
titties make their greveeſ Friends to become their E- 
tiemies. For, theſe Galatians that were fo mich taken 
with, St. Paul, became bis Enemies for. ng other reaſon ; 
ahid Chrfft is expreſs, that the Yews Tought to, kill him 
for no other reaſon: For ſays he,. John 8. 40. Tow ſeck, 
fo kill me, a Man that hath told you the Truth, which ] bave 
heard of God, And Ahab, That Abah,as the Scripture brands 
kim by way of Emphaſis for Sinning, even- that Abab 
"was To'ingenuous as- to tell Fchoſhaphar plainly, that the 
"only teaſon why he bated 2Micdiah the Prophet, was, 
Vecauſe he did not Propheſie good concerning him, but 
'evil, 1 Kings 22. 8. 
© And. *twere well for all. the Haters of God's. 
People, if they did but thus ingenuouſly confeſs, that 
all their Hatred againſt Good Men, 'proceeds from-no 
other cauſe bur. their Hatred againſt the Truth which: 
they pig ;,, For, as. our Condemnation will be - the 
tor r Robbing Widows Houſes under a- pretence 
of Long, Prayers: So likewiſe, to Hate and Undo a 
Man” under a Pretence of Religion and Friendſhip, is 
the height of Sin 3 *tis to. make the God-of Love 
the Author and the Inſtrument of Hatred. and. Ma- 


lice. 
'So'rtien, *ris plain, that Miniſters [telling the Truth. 
Ao dftencimes make their greateſt Friends to- become 


ele Enctnies. As itis Matter of Faft. 
Now 
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Now the Qyeſtion is, How this comes about ? weſt, 
To which 1 anſwer thus: As Chriſt who is the Prince 4;/m. 
of Peace, is not of himſelf the Canſe of War, tho he 
accidentally ſends a Sword upon Earth :. So likewiſe, 
Talling the Truth is not of vts ſelf the cauſe of Ha- 
tred, but it onlv proves to be fo accidentafly, 1fſhall ex. 
plain this by a. common and familiar Inſtance : Solowon 
tells us, Truly the Light is ſweet, avd 4 pleaſant thing it js 
for the Eyes to behold. rhe Sun, FEcclel. 11. 7. And yet 
take a-Man that has ſore Eyes, and the Light of the Sun 
is ſo far from being either ſweet or pleaſant to him, 
that he ſhuns it as much as poſſible, and prefers Dark- 
neſs before it :. All the Favic-being in the Eyes, and not 
in-the Light. that ſhines upon them. And juſt thus it. is 
in our cate: Truth is molt Tweet and pleaſant to the 
| Nature of Man ia the ſtate of Innocence; the defreof 
Knowledge, whereof Trurh is the proper Objett, made 
,.cur firſt, Parents 46 forfeit Paradiſe ; and yet take a 
-Man after the Fall ia his corrupted ſtate, and Truth 
is fo far from being either {ſweet or pleafant to him, 
that he ſhuns it as much; as poſſible, and prefets a Lie 
| before it.. He hates the Light, 'becanſe his "Deeds are 
_ evil. All the Faulr being in the Man that cannot endure 
the Truth, and not in the Truth'its ef. APlaiſter ap-. 
plied-to-a ſound Member creates no Sinart,, .all che. Smart 
* comes from the Wound. -And that*s the manner. how this 
comes about. And the .Reaſon why. it cames thus about, is. 
this : Ang Fo 
Every beloved Sin is a Mans Right Hand and'Nis\Right 
Eye; and every Miniſter.commands us ta martHie our: 
moſt -beloved Sins, And what.1s this but the Tame m ef- 
fe@, .as rowound us in- our molt 'ſetifibte.Part ,.ant ro 
cubolf oor Right Hands, .and to pluck out aur Right: 
Eyes.7 And: what -is the uſual Reſentment of an 'an- 
* gry, furious., and ,rev &fvl. Man ih ſuch 4: caſe 
needs no .proof : Preſent.” or a Challenge, the- 
leaſt that can be expeRted. And this 1s the true wo 
Y/ 
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v6 only Cauſe of all our Hatred in the World. No Men are 


- 


ſo much hated,and perſecuted,and reviled,as the faithful 
Miniſters of the Goſpel are. They that would 'make an 


excellent Fignre either in the Field, or at the Bar, 'or in 


any other Calling,*are deſpiſtd, as they are Miniſters: 
Their very Profeſſion expoſes them to ſcorn. Chriſt 


himſelf, and the Prophets before him, and the Apoſtles 


after him, were all of them thus barbaroully treated : 


Slander , Malice, Perſecution and Death its ſelf was 


their only Portion. Nay further, The Hatred of the 
World is made an inſeparable Mark of a Faithful Mini- 
ſter ; for if he were of the World, the World would love 
its own: And the Love of | the World is made a certain 
Sign of an unfaithful Miniſter. For ſays ont Saviour , 
Luke 6, 26. Wo unto you, when all men ſhall ſpeak well 
of you, for ſo did their Fathers to the Falſe Prophets. To 
have the good Word of a!l Men, and to' be a falſe Pro- 
pher, is all one in the Judgment of Chriſt, Nay further 
yetz This Hatred that attends telling the Truth, has 
made many a good Man een afraid to'enter 'upon this 
thanklz(; and ungrateful Office. It was the caſe of Mo- 
ſes, Jeremy, and Jonah. Tea, and it has made others 
that were entred upon it, to reſolve to give it over a- 
gain, or at leait to give over their Faithfulneſs m re- 
proving Sin, and to do as other Men did ; leave their 
Flocks to Themſelves, the Devil, and the wide World, 
And this wes the Prophet Jeremy's Caſe ; for, ſays he, 
Fer.20,7,8,9. 7 am in deriſion daily, every one mockgth met 
for ſince I ſpake, I cried, I cried ont Violence and Spoil, 
becauſe the Word of the Lord was made a Reproach unto 
me, and a Deriſion daily, Then I ſaid, 1 will not make 
mention of him, nor ſpeak any more in bis Name. That is, 
1am {9 munch ſcorned for telling the Truth, that I am 


* reſolved to give oyer Preaching. And thus I have ſhewn 
you, That Miniſters telling the Truth d6 often times 
. make their greateſt Friends to. become their Enemies - 


- Which was the Second Thing propoſed. And "the 


Third 
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Third is This : It is unreaſonable for Men to- become. Prop, 111, |; 
Enemies 'to their Miniſters for telling them the | 
Truth. For, ' 
Firſt ' of all: It is unreaſonable to-find Fault with a Reaſon t. 
thing for doing that which it ought to do.. For, who 
will find fault with a Soldier tor fighting well, or with 
a Mufitian for ſinging well > And who will find fault* 
with his Ear for hearing well, or with his Eye for ſeeing 


well? Certainly he muſt- be a very fooliſh Man, that i 
will cut off his Ear becauſe it hears well, or that 'will [ 
pluck ont his Eye becauſe it ſees well, And yet, juſt 
fuch another Folly are thoſe Men guilty of, who turn a- 


way their Miniſters for telling. them the Truth, whoſe 
Buſineſs and Employment it is to do ſo upon Pain of 
Damnation, And therefore Sr. Paul told the Galatians 
plainly ,- that nothing bat fooliſhneſs and bewitchery: 
conld ever have made them his-Enemies upon that ac- 
count. For, ſays he, Gal. 3. 1. O fooliſh Galatians, who | 

, 


bath bewitched you ? All the reaſon they had to: hate 
him, was no reaſon at all; *twas perfect Folly and. 
Bewrtchery-. Fs 

Secondly, Miniſters are but the Servants, -and Meſſen-: Reaſon 2. 
gers, and Amballadors of Almighty God and: their 
buſineſs is, to tell -Men the Truth, and to tell them ; 
their Faults. And canſt thou be angry with a poor Ser- 
vant for doing what his Maſter bids him ? Canſtthou be 
angry with a Meſſenger for” delivering. his | Meſſage ?: 
Cariſt thou be angry with an Amballador for,doing.what 
the King his Maſter commands him, and'he dares nat'but; 
do upon pairy of Death >- And why then wilt thou be. 
angry wich thy Miniſter for telling thee the Truthy and. 
obeying God rather than Many? 


Thirdly, To hate a Miniſter for telling the Truth, p , 
is aSign of a Bruit :-For ſays Solomos, Brov..1 2: 11 He eaſon 3; 
thus. 
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that bateth reproof is bruitiſh. And yet, they that do ſs 
moſt, do take themſelves for Men of the beſt parts, and 
-the beſt breeding, and the moſt accompliſh'd Gentle- 
men of the Age. 
Again, To hate God's Miniſter for telling the Truth,is 
a ſign. that Deſtruftion is at hand. For, ſays Solomon, 
Prov. 15. 16. He that hatethregrodf, ſhall die. For while 
Uzziah the K ing was wroth with the Prieſts, the __ 
fe roſe up in his Forebead before the Prieſts in his Houſe 
of the Lord, 2-Chron.26.19. And the Sons of Ely hearkged 
not unto the voice of their Fatber the Prieſt, becauſe the Lord 
would flaythem, i Sam. 2. 25- Their Diſobedience to the 
Prieſt was the cauſe that God wotldflay them, was the 
cauſe of their Deſtruftion, And at the very ſame time 
that the Men of Sodom contended with Lot the Preacher 
of Righteouſneſs, the deſtroying Angels were at hand 
for his Aſſiſtance and their Deſtruction, Gen, 1 9, through. 


out the Chapter. And two ſhe Bears came forth out of the * 


Wood, and tare to pieces two and forty Children that mockgd 
Elitha, by ſaying unto bim, Go up thou bald Head, . go up 
thow bald Head, 2 Kings 2, 24. Andthe Deſtruction that 
attends thoſe who hate God*s Miniſters, is no ordinary 
Deſtruction I do aſſure you: For, it is ſo great and 
terrible, that Sodom and Gomorrak will fare much better 
than they at the Day of Judgment, Marth, 11. 24 
And therefore certainly, that Man muſt needs be a very 
Bruit indeed; that provokes Gad to deſtroy him with 
an utter Deftruftion, rather than he will for bear to hate 
his Minifters for telling him the Trath. 

Foxrthly, Every Miniſter ſhall be damned for not telling 
the Truth to his People. 14God will require tbeSoul of every 
man 'mtibi; hand,sf he does not give bun tinely marning againſt 
every Sin,Ezek.3.18.And can you be angry with your Mi- 
niſter for telling you the Truth, that he may prevent his 
own Damnation and yours too ? If he does not tell* you 
the Truth, you will get nothing by it; you will die in 


your Iniquity notwithſtanding, Your Ignorance of. what: 
you 
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what you ought to know, will never excuſe you at the 
Day of Judgment. Tf you follow a blind Guide, that 
will not, or cannot, or dare not tell you the Truth; 
you as well as he ſhall both fall into the Ditch together, 
Matth. 15; 14: You are wotthy of ſuch a Guide, and he 
is worthy of ſuch a People ts gffide: 

*Sorhen, If we tell you the Truth, - we prevent our own 
Damnation ; and as far as in us lies,- we prevent yours ' 
roo, Burt, if we do not tell you the Truth,- we do-not 
prevent our own Damnation, nor yours neither, - And 
which is moſt reaſonable, that we ſhould tell'yon the 
Truth, and fo fſave* both our ſelves and you too ? Or, 
that we- ſhould-not tell-you the Truth, and to damn 
both our ſelves and you too? If ohr concealing? the 
Truth did vs no harm, and could poſlibly do you any 
good, ithety indeed, you might have ſome reaſon to hate 
us becanſe we tell it. But, when our concealing the 
Trutlis - matter of Damnation to us, and cannot poſh 
bly do you any good, then certatnly you have no imagi- 
able Pretence'to hate ns for telling ir, ' Be content then 
to neglect your own Duty, and do not defire vs t6-ne- 
let ours. / Be content to be damn'd alone, anda 
deſire us' to be 'damn'd with you for Companies4 
Your Company is not ſo good, that we fhould haſe 
it at ſo dear a rate. ?Tis true indeed, Moſes deſired to 
be blotred out of God's Book 3; and St, Pawl deſired to be 
accurſed from Chriſt, for the Salvation of their Brethren 
the Jews. © But, neither the one nor the other did ever 
defire to be damn'd for their Damnation, 

And: 1 do here affure you all in the Preſence of AL 
mighty'God, that if I know any thing of my own 
Heart, 1 would willingly ſuffer any temporal Evil in'this: 
World, for the Salvation of the greateſt Enemy that 1 
have. But will never be damned in the other World, 
for the Damaation of my greateſt Enemy, by concealing 
the Truth from him. 1 will willingly ſuffer any Harm in 
the World'to do you'good ; but I-will never do yu 
do. GC the 
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the leaſt Harm for a thouſand Worlds, if I can help it. 
Although I muſt needs own at the ſame time, that if you 
do not practiſe thoſe plain Diſcourſes-that I have preach'd 
to you from: this place, they will do you the greateſt 
harm imaginable: They will riſe vp in Judgment againſt 
you, and-condemn you at the laſt Day : They will be 
unto» you- the Savor of Death unto Death, and not 
the Savor of Life unto Life. For, Chriſt is ſet for the 
Fall,. as. well as the riling of many in Iſrael, And his 
Word. does never return void z it does never retura 
without accomplithing that wherero it is ſent, //a,55.11, 
It always does either Good or Evil; it always ioftens or 
hardens a Mans Heart; it always convinces a Man, or 
leaves him inexcuſable. 

Do not imagin that we take any pleaſure in telling 
youof your Faults ? Do not imagin that wedelight to 
rake up the Filth of your deceitful Hearts, and to ſpeak 
of ſuch uncomely things as Nature blufheth but to 
name. We are Men of like Paſſions with your ſelves + We 
are as loath to tel] you of your Faults,as you can poſlibly 
be to be told of them. We are more concerned: for you, 

you are for your ſelves. We ſee the Terrors of the 
and we know what it is to be damned ; and we 

Lthat you are our Members, tho you have no fellow- 

ling for. usz and what-ever befalls you, grieves us; 
and-makes our yery Hearts to bleed again. And we de- 
gounce the Judgments of the Lord againft you, afier the 
fame manner, and with the ſame aking and trembling 
Hearts that a Man ſuffers an infefted Member to be cut 
off for the preſervation of his whole Body, Our very 
Fleſh trembles again, and our Eyes gufh out with Tears, 
and our Souls are vexed, when we ſee and hear ſome of 
your ungodly Aftions, 

I ſpeak the truth in Chriſt, I he not, my Conſcience 
alſo bearing me witnefs in the Holy Ghoſt. It is a great- 
er trouble to us to tell you of your Fauits, than it is to 
you to hear ther-y0ld.; For, you ſee how concern'd we 

are 
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arc in ſpeaking to you, and how unconcern'd you fit 
down and hear us ſpeak. Yea, and perhaps you do not 
ſo much as hear us neither, But, if your Conſcience 
miſgives you, that ſuch or ſuch a Sin of yours wil! be 
preach'd againſt, you either come not here at all, or if 
you do come, you but lleep, or talk; or cenſure, or. fit 
you down in the Seat of the Scornful, and ſet your 
Mouth againlt the Heavens. 


Fiſthly, If the Miniſter te!ls you the Truth, and that 
Truth pricxs your Hearts, and wounds your Conſriences; 
then, thoſe Wounds are th: Wounds of a Friend, they 
arg in o1der to yaur recovery. And the ſame Miniſter 
that makes you ſore; will bind you up, if you will let 
him : He woundeth, and his: Hands make whole, He 
breaks your Hearts, and makes them contrite ; but it is 
only, that the Seed of the Ward may the better eater 
into, and take root in them. There is no Sowing with- 
out Plowing. And there is no grafting without Cut- 
ting, Nathexn's Miniſtry waunded Dav4j4 and cured bim- 
E/ay's Miniſtry humbled  Hezekjab, and raiſed him up. 
And St. Peter's Sermon pricked the Hearts of Three 
thouſand Men, and healed them at the ſame time. - 

Sothen, If the Miniſter tells you the Truth, and that 
Truth wounds your Hearts,and terrifies your Conſciences 
with the odious fight of your paſt Sins z then, all isfor 

ur Good, But, if the Miniſter does/not- tell you the 

ruth ; yet, the Truth will find you out 5 God himſelf 
will tell it you with Thunger and Lightning. For, ſays 
he, P/al.50.21, I willreprove thee, and ſet thy Sins in ar« 
der before thing Eyes. And therefore, if thou, wilt not 
be told the Truth by the Miniſter , thoy ſhalt” be told 
ic by another band, + If thow wilt not be wounded by 
a Friend, . then ſhalt. þe wounded by an Enemy : And 
2 Wounds ſhall be wato- Death, and not: nate. Life, 
They ſhall not be Iike Jonathan's Arrows ſhotat David; 
for thy $afetyy, but for thy Peftruftiop. And therefors 
C 2 certainly 
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certainly, one way or other, thon ſhalt be ſure to- be told 
the Truth; whether thou wilt or no. And is it not bet- 
ter to have it told thee by a Friend than by a Foe ? ls it 
nor better to have it rold thee for thy Salvation than for 
thy Damnation ? ; 

Oh for Chriſt his ſake, do not take us for your Enemies, 
who are your belt, and your only Friends! Is he thine 
Enemy that cures thee of an ulcerous Leg,or a ſore Arm; 
or a cankered Breaſt ? Is he thine Enemy that ſaveth 
thee from hanging, or drowning, or burning, or ſtab- 
ing thy ſelf? Andyet, is the Miniſter thine Enemy, for 
teliing thee the Truth, which is to ſave thee from great- 
er Dangers, the Bottomleſs Pit, and the Gniph im- 
paſſable, and the perpetual gnawings, of the neyer-dy- 
ing Worm? Is he that doth good: to thy Body thine 
only Friend > And is he that doth good to thy Soul 
thineonly Enemy ?ls thy Body better than thy Soul? Yea, 
is thy Soul the only thing that thou takeſt no (care for ? 
Is the Surgeon thy Friend, tho he cutteth, akd Hitinteth, 


and'probeth, 'and putteth thee to an intolerable Smart. 


for the recovery of -' thy "Body ? And is! [the Minifter 
thine'Enemy, for doing only the'ſame things for the re- 
coyery-of thine Immortal Soul ? Does the Surgeon uſe a 
bluncer Launcet for the launcing his dear Wife, or 'his 
tender Child? Or does he not uſe the ſharpeſt Launcer 
that he has; 'and launces them the deepeſt 'too ?' And is 
this any thingelſc but the'greateſt 'effeft of: his Love, and 
the greateſt ſigniof his Tenderneſs and AﬀeQtion ? And 
why then ſhall the Miniſter 'be reckoned thine Egemy, 
for doing that to thy Sonl,which the Surgeon does to thy 
Body ? Is not the ſharpeſt Sermon the beft-Sermon'? . Does 
not the ffarpeſt Rebuke create the ſoundeſt Faith ? Tis. 1. 
13.Does it not prick the Heart' moſt, -and pierce and fink 
down eepeſt ? 1s it not*moſt like'to that Word of God 
which 4s quick and/powerful, and ſharper thaftt any Two- 
Edyed\Sword ? Are not we the Salt of the Earth ? And 
is not that 'the beſt Salt which is ſharpeſt? Is there an 
 -# 
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taſte in the white of an Fgg , Job 6,6:?. Are not we the 
Light of the World ? And is not that the beſt Light 
that inflames the Heart moſt, and makes it to burn 
within a Man, and purihes him from all his Filth and 
Droſs ? And yet ſtill can you poſlibly take us for your 
Enemies, for telling you theſe plaia Truths, aad in- 
curriag your diſpleaſure for the good of your Souls? 
What do we get by this but your Hatred > Certainly, 
you hate theſe Truths extreamly, when you hate us ſo 
much for only telling you of them. And you ate 
paſſionately and deſperately in loye with your Sins, 
when you hate. us ſo much for. only telling: you of 
them. | | 

Oh what ſhall we do that you may take, us for. your 
Friends | Yea , what is it that we have not alread 
done to convince you of our Love and Friendlhip-* 
Haye not we loſt your Love, that we might love your 
Souls the better ? Have not we loſt our Reputation in 
the World, 'which we might eaſily have gained as well 
as others by the ſmoothlvinticing Words of Mans Wiſ- 
dom, thar in the power and demonltration-of the Spi- 
rit, we might preach the Fooliſhneſs of the. Croſs of 
Chriſt, and make the Meaneſt Capacity to underſtand 
us? The'Meaneſt Man has. a Soul to ſave as well as 
the- Greateſt; and/-perhaps it is more . precious in . the 
fight of God, as is plain from Dives and Lazar, Haye 
not- we - reuounc'd' all our ,Knowledg.in the Tongues, 
the Criricks, the Fathers, the:Counſels, the Schoolmen 
and Philoſophers? Have not we renouncd all this, and 
contented our ſelves with bare, Scripture Proofs, and 
determined:; to: know. nothing, among you - but Jeſys 
Chriſt: and-hita -Crucified, whatever, our-Learning is elſy- 
where ? Have.we made -a ſhew of any Learning, which 
ſerves to: commend. our ſelves, .more than ro hyild you 
wpin-your molt Holy Faith ? Yea,, have..not WE utterly 
diſclaimed it, and preached up.;the. quite contrary 2. 
Preached the fincere- Milk,of the Word, and the plain 
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ſimplicity of the Goſpel, and the fooliſhneſs of Preach, 
ing, *that your Faith flould not ſtand in the wildom of 
Men, but in the power of God? Have not we become 
Fools to make you Wiſe? Have noc we become Poor, 
to make you Rich, and to Reign, and to Abound. in all 
things ?. Have not we quitted even our necellary Food 
and Raiment, to feed you with the Bread of Life, and 
to cloath your Souls with the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt? 
What is there near or dear to us, that we bave not 
freely hazarded for your good ? Have nor we hazaided 
our very lives by our indefatigable Labours for you 
in the-Lord ? Have not we labour'd hard to commit 
our Sermons to our own Memories, that you might 
think them worch your rememiring 2 Have not we de- 
liver'd our ſelves with all poſſible earneſtneſs and af- 
fetion, that you might ſee the Travail of our Souls, 
and learn to be incarneſt your ſelves by our Example? 
Have not we preached you awakening and ſearching 
Diſconrſes, that if poſſible we might keep you awake, 
and hinder ' the Devil from Stealing -away. the good 
Word of God from all your Hearts ,- when you were 
aſleep ? And have we at any time by our own Lazinefs, 
or Lolling, or Unconcernedne(s, or Indevotion, or the 
inſafferable affected Lightneſs of. ſome Men, 'diſpaſed 
you to the ſame Indifference in Gedig:Worſbip Ne 
farther, Have not we done all this not only upon the 
Lord's Day, but alſo upon every Day in the Week? 
Have not we called and ſtretched forth our Hands and | 
our Hearts unto you, both Morning andEvening, and 
that too of our own accord, without the leaſt acknow- 
ledgment ? Have not we labour'd, and: ſtriv'n., and 
wreſticd with God in Prayers for you and yours ? Have 
not ve openly rebuked thoſe that have been bad ? And 
have ngg we openly commended thoſe that. have beet 
good? Have not we endeavoured to bring your Vert 
ons and pious Relations to the Sacrament , both .by 
Word of Mouth, and by Letter ? And hare not ay buy 
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dered them even from coming to Church, and openly 
traduced and branded vs both throvgh City and Coun- 
try, yea, and even within theſe very Walls too? And 
yet have not we preferred the Conſcience, before the 
Fame and Applauſe of all theſe good Aions > Have 
not we choſe to be diſcummended for doing 'our 
Duty, rather than to be commended for negletting it ? 
Have not we choſe to do you good againſt your Wills, 
and againſt our own advantage, rather than do you 
any harm with your full conſent, and to our own 
Profit ? In 4 word, Is there either Profit, or Pleaſure, 
or Preferment > Is there any thing that this World 
admires, but what we have renounced for the good of 
your Immortal Sovls ? 

And now, as our Saviour ſaid to the Fews," For which 
of theſe good Works do you ſtone me? So ſay we to you, 
For which of theſe good works do you hate us, and be- 
come our Enemies? However. This, This is our com- 
fort. It is better tobe hated for doing our Duty, than 
to be loved for negleQing it. It is- infinitely more 
honourable in the ſight of God, to be turned out of 
a Place for diſcharging a good Conſcience, than it is 
to leave a Place for a little filthy Lncres (ake, It is 
infinitely more Honourable in the hight of God, to be 
Hated for telling the Trath, and Preaching againſt- Co- 
vetonſneſs, Uſury and-Extortion, than it is to be ap- 
= em and admired, for cringing and ſneaking, and 

ſe complying to the Vices of this Place, None bot 
a Demas leaves a Place for a little greater advantage 
in this preſent World. But even Chrilt himſelf may 
be turned out of his Place by Covetous Gadarenes, and 
Swine may be preferr*d before him, 

If any of you ſhall be pleaſed to call this the Fook 
Hhneſs of Boaſting ; we anſwer with St. Paul, 2 Cor, 
12, 11, 1 am hecome 4 Fool m glorying, but ye Woe Com- 


pelled me. Alf the Favlt lies at your Door. For '7 ought to - 
oe been commended of you; For m nothing am I behjvd"whe 
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very C biefeſt Apoſtles, though 1 be nothing, Upon, which 
Words, the molt Judicious,, the moſt P:ous, and: the 
moſt Humble Biſhop Sanderſon has made this Remark 
in his Sermon upon Phil, 4. 11. Ad Avlam. Towr wunder- 
valuing. of 'me,' 10 the great prejudice of the Goſpel, but ad- 
vantage of Falſe Teachers , bath matle that. Gloxying neceſ- 
farms me; which had been otherwiſe but Vanity and Fol- 
ly. And then he addeth in the,very next Words, Whey 
his caſe falleth to be ours, we may then do as he now doth, 
purge our ſelves from falſe Crimes and Suſpicious, and main- 
raini our own Innocency. And he has theſe words in ano- 
ther place to the ſame purpoſe, on the behalf of --Job, 
who: was very.often compelled by his falſe Accuſers to 
proclaim his own Righteouſneſs, in his Sermon. on 
Job 29. ver, 14, 15, 16, 17. Ad Magiſtratum. | Where 
Silence againſt foul and falſe Impntations may be interpreted 
a Confeſſion, there the Proteſtation of. a Mans own Innocen- 
cy -is ever juſt, and ſometimes neceſſary, When others do uy 
pen wrong, it is not zow Vanity but Charity, to do: our ſelves 
oper; right, - " And;whatever Appearance of ' Fally or Vaine 
boaſting there w in ſo, doing, they are chargeable withal, that 
compel us thereunto, and not we : And "twas neither Pride nor 
Paſſion in Job ,. but ſuch a Compulſion as this , that made 
him ſo often proclaim his own Righteouſneſs. And thus [ 
haye;ſhewn you the unreaſonableneſs of hating your Mi- 
ni{ters for telling you the 'Truth. And'I have anſwered 
atr;Objeftion that might be made againſt- my way of 
handling it in my own Defence, which was the third 
thing-propoſed. And the | | 


Fourth is this, Miniſters are not to forbear to tell the 
Truth, tho they make their greateſt Friends to become 
their Enemies by ſo doing. For, "De 
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. Firſt of; all, Theſe Galatians loved St. Pan as well, as 
.their.own-Eyes and yet he did not forbear to tell them 
the; Tryth,. and to.give them their own, tho they became 
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his Enemies for it, Chriſt himſelf did intirely love his 
Mother, and he was intirely beloyed by her : And yet, 
what a rough, and what a ſevere: Anſwer did he give 
her at the Marriage in Cans of Galilee : Woman what 
have 1 to dn with thee? And ſo likewiſe when he tarried be- 
hind at Feru/alem to Diſpute with the DoCtors in the 
Temple, he valued not his Parents Diſpleaſure, nor ask- 
ed their leave to do his Father's Buſineſs, which they 
wiſt not of. And accordingly we find, that he hath 
made it abſolutely impoſſible for any Man to be his 
Diſciple, that is , either aſhamed or afraid to confeſs 
Him and his Truth in this Adulterous and Wicked Ge- 
neration, And therefore, whoever does not leave both 


| Father and Mother, and Wife and Chitdren, and Hou- 


ſes and Land, and all that he has, for his Sake, he can 
never be his Diſciple. And therefore certainly, no Mi- 
niſter muſt forbear to tell the Truth, though he makes 
his beſt Friends, and his nigheſt Relations 3. yea, thongh 
he makes all the World his Enemies by fo doing; Tek 
ling the Truth is ſo great and ſo neceſſary a qualifica- 
tion.in a Miniſter of the Goſpel, that St. Pas! knew 
no greater Character to give Chriſt himſelf, than 
that before Pontius Pilate he witneſſed a good Confeſſion; 
1 Tim, 6.13. Thus Eljab told the Truth before hab 
and Jezebel: Nathan before David © Danidl' and \ the 
Three Children before -the: King of 'Babylow :* Folre the 
Baptiſt before He od the Great 3 and Sr. Pas! before 
Felix his Judge , when he made him tremble with his 
Diſcourſe of. Temperance, Righteonſneſs and Judgmens 
to come. But alas, what do I fay that | Miniſters muſt 
Rot, when I may ſafely add | 


. Secondly, It is abſolutely impoſſible for them to for- Re afen 2. 
bear telling the Truth, though they be ſure to make all 
the World their Enemies by 1ſo doing,. For, thz Burden” 
of-the Lord is. ppon.. them, and that /preſleth 'a1ad con-+ 
ſtraineth , and -even forceth them to ſpeas” the” 
607g D Truth, 
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not, chuſe þut ſpeak the: Truth, -and rebuke the Madnefg 
of the Prophet. Yea. and even Balaam himſcif who 
was- more” bruitiſh than his very Beaſt, conld not chuſe 
but ;Fpeak: the Truth too. He could not go beyong the 
wor -af the Lord to do either leſs. or more , though Balak 
word. have given bim his Houſe full of Silver and Gold, 
Nymb, 22. 18, Truth makes its own way, and breaks 
forth like Light through a Cloud. It breaks forth 
through all Oppoſition. It opens the Mouth of an Un. 
godly High Prieſt to Prophelie by courſe , and forceth 
hiry to declare that Truth which he had otherwiſe held 
in-Unrighteouſneſs, - Truth lays a Wo upon every one 
that Preacheth-not the Goſpel. It is ſtrong and mighty, 
and will prevall, and. reign, and triumph. gloriouſly for 
ever more. When Jeremy was inade a Scorn, and a 
Repraach, and a Deriſion daily for Preaching the Truth, 
he refolved. thereupon to give over. Preaching, YJer,20. 
9- But. how long did: that his Reſolution laſt? Why 
truly it ſcarce laſted fo long as he-was in making it 5 
for, in the very next , Words he'tells us, But his Word 
wai:in mine, Heartias 4 Burning Fire ſhut up in my Bones, 
and. I mas weary with forbearing, and '] could not ftay. And 
will you be angry. with us for doing that, which if you 
would give. us the whole World , we cannot pollibly 
bot, do? For, though we-keep our” Months as it were 
with. a Bridle 3 though we hold our Tongues and ſpeak 
nothing, yet it. is pain and grief tous z our Hearts are 
hot within us; and the Fire kindles: And we: cannot 
poſlkbly refrain our Lips, O Lord, and that thon know- 
eſt. We cannot poſlibly keep: back thy loving Mercy 
and Truth from the great Congregation. For ſays Ho- 


- ly Fob, I am full of matter, the Spirit within me conftrain- 


eth me. Behold, my Belly is as new Wine , which hath no 
vent, it is ready to burſt like new Bottles. I will ſpeak, that 
I may be refreſhed, 1 will opew my Lips and anſwer, Job 
32. 18, 19, 20» The good Man belike -is ——— 
C c 
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choaked and ſtifled , he is ready to burſt aſunder, he 
can have no reſt till he ſpeaks the Truth, and de- 
cares the power of God to his Generation, and his 
ſtrength to all them that are yet for to come, Nay far. 
ther, 


Thirdly, What is there that can poſlibly tempt ns to Reaſon 3, 


forbear telling the Truth > Can either the World, the 
Fleſh or the Devil ? No verily, For, we have renounced 
them all Three in our Baptiſmal Vow. We ſee through 
them all. - VVe ' ſee them all” to be nothing elſe 
but Vanity and Vexation of Spirit, Can Poverty? Poverty 
that wounds a Generous Spirit,and cuts him to the Hearr, 
and makes the beſt of Men derided and ſcorned by the 
Rich and Great ones of the' World ? [Can Poverty 7 
No, nor that. For having nothing , we poſſeſs all things, 
2 Cor, 6. 10. Can the Hatred and Difpleafure of 'great 
Men ? No, nor that. For, we are afraid' of no Man, 
neither do we regard the Perfons of Men: We are not 
afraid of thoſe that can- only kill oor Bodies ; but we 
are only afraid of him that can kilt both "our Souls and 
Bodies in Hell Fire, Can Shame, or Reproach, or Dif- 
grace? No, nor that neither. For, we tnok amo Feſurthe 
Author and Finiſher of our Faith; who for the Foy that was 
ſet before him, endured the Croſs, deſpiſing the Shame, and 
is ſet dowrr at the Right Hand of the Throne of God. Yea, and wt 
rejoyce that we are counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his 
Name. 

© bleſſed: Jeſu 1 What js 2mm that thou thus regardeff 
him, or the Son of Man that thou" thus” remembyeſt him ! 
What are'we poor Worms, arid as Men, 'that thou'doſt 
tonour” 13 fo''far as to'dake us conformable © thine 
own' blefſed' Image, who wert made perfett throngh 
Suffering ?* What are' we that-thou' doſt fo' highly* fat 


your" us',”' a5" io give” #4 ' 0h thy bebalf, ' nor” ouly 19 be-" 


lieve or thee, © birt” alſo to ſuffer *7or 'rhy fake ** Phill r.'25; 
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pitiful Contradictions of Sinners , ſhall ever make. us 
forbear to teil.the Truth, when they are our Joy,. and, 
our Glory , and our Crown of Rejoycing ? Shall our, 
Glory make us aſhamed 2 Shall our Joy make us Sad? 
And fhall our Wages, our Reward, our exceeding great. 
Reward? Shall our VVages, our Perſecutions, that are 
far more than. the promiſed Hundred-fold in this 
VVorld ? Shall our VVages make us idle and forbear to 
work ? | 
O fooliſh and vain VVorld that thou art ! Doſt thou 
think that thy Terrors or thy Flatteries, thy Threats 
or thy Promiſes, cag ſway us either ane way or other ?. 
Do not we ſee that our VVords have Life and Power, 
in them, and that they are quick and piercing ? For elſe, 
how ſhould they diſturb your callous Seared Conſciences ? 
If they were -a.dead Letter, they could never- do it.; 
they could never produce any. life or feeling in. you, That 
which is Dead, can never move thoſe who are Dead,twice 
Dead in. Treſpaſſes and Sins. And from whence then, 
have they this Life and Power ? Is it not from the Spi- 
rit of God that enlivens and quickens them 2. And does 
God go along with our very VVords and Breath ? 
And will he not take care of our Perſons >:O ,ye of, 
little Faith ta.believe it !_ He: has Ravens to Feed us, 
and Bears to. revenge onr Quarrel , , when, Men prove 
m_ Brutiſh, 8nd more Ungrateful than the Beaſts that. 
iſh, 
 VVhat then ſhalt hinder vs from telling the Truth of 
Ghriſt? Shall Tribulation, or Diſtreſs , or Perſecution , 
or Famine , or Nakganeſs, or Peril, or Sword. ? ( As.it\ 
is written, for. thy ſake we are killed all the day long, we are 
accounted as Sheep for the Slaughter.) Nay, in all theſe: 
things we are more than Congquerers, through Chrift that Io- 
ved us. For ] am perſwaded, that neither Death, nor Life, nor- 
ner Angels, nor Principalities, nor Powers, nor things preſent, 
nor things to come, nor height, nor; depth, nor Creas 
ture, ſhall ever binder ws - from telling the Trath.. of Kory 
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which is in Coriſt feſus our Lord. And thus | have ſhewn 
you, that Miniſters are. not to forbear to tell the Truth; 
though they make thetr greateſt Friends to become-their 
Enemies by ſo doing : . VVhich was the Fourth thing pro- 
poſed. And. the. 


Laſt is this, Miniſters are not to-be afraid to argue' Prop, y. 
the caſe with their Hearersz but, they are by St, Paul's' 
Example in my Text, to put it home to all their Conſci- 


ences, whether they can alledge any other Reaſon why 
they become their Enemies, ſave only becauſe they tell 
them-the Truth, and diſcharge their Conſciences in the 
ſight of God as they ought todo. St. Paul and ſeveral 
others have. been ſo often put to this,that many Inſtances 
are-wholly needleſs. One ſhall ſerve forall; and that 
is taken out of.1 Sem.12. 3. Where we find,that the Pto- 
ple having rejected God and his Servant Samuel from 

reigning over them, they choſe Saul for their King. Up- 
on which, the: good old Man Samuel made this noble 

Challenge before all the People, Here 1 am, witneſs againſt 
me before the Lord, and before his Anointed ;, whoſe Ox have 

I taken? Or whoſe Aſs have I taken * Or whom have 1 de- 
franded ?-Whom have I oppreſſed? Or of whoſe Hands have 


1 received any Bribes, to blind mine Eyes therewith ? * And I* 


will reſtore it you. 
And as Samel did then, fo. ſay I now at the Reſignati- 
on of my Office. Here I am, witneſs againſt me before: 
the Lord, and before this Congregation ; What is my 
Fault, beſides telling you the Truth 2. Have I been guilty 
of any thing, beſides telling ,you of your Sins, and'of 
loving your Souls more than my own Intereſt 2 O pray 
pardon me this Favlt ! And do thow© bleſſed Jeſus, par- 
don me alfo, .for ſpeaking any thing .in my own juſt 
Defence, which may in the leaſt ſayor either of Pride, 
Vanity, or Boaſting! Do thou give me leave to praiſe” 
and adore; and-magnifie thy reſtraining Grace, which 
hath enabled me to: make this Challengs to ye 
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mies, Give me the'' Man thronghout the World that 
lhall convince me of any Publick Immoral ACtions that 
ever I have been guilty of from my Childhood ts 
this Day, and I will freely undergo the Puniſhment that 
is due to all thoſe ſcandalous Reports that my Enemies 
have maliciouſly invented, and induſtriouſly ſpread about 
concerning me, to the great hindrance of thy Truth, 
and the Salvation of thy People, But nor unto vs, O 
Lord, not urito us, but unto rhy' Name be'all the Praiſe 
for thy loving Mercy and for thy Truth's ſake. "Twas 
thy Mercy, thy Mercy alone, and not any good in me, 
that with-held thy Servant from all thoſe Sins that other 
Men fall into, and to which I my ſelf am by Nature molt 
ſubjet. Give me leave once more to praiſe and adore 
ard magnifie thy reſtraining Grace, which hath enabled 
me to make the ſame Challenge to all my Enemies of 
this Pariſh in 'Particular. Give me the Man that can 
alledge any other Reaſon, why' he is my Enemy, faye 
only becauſe I have to'd him the Truth; and Chriit hath 
lived aLifein me that is a reproach to his; and I have 
refuſed roſubmit my ſelf ro his * Impe- 
rious Condutt and Judgment in the 
Work of my Miniſtry : And I will 


freely undergo any Penalty. 


leſs you do in All reſpeRs be- 
have your ſelf «4s i» Wy Judgment you' ought to do , 1 will forbear 
my farther Contribution, and alſo perſwade all others to do the like, &c. 


. And here now; niethinks, I ſee a whole Shoal full of 
Accuſations thrown in'ail at once agaiaſt'me 2 For, 


Firſt of all, Someſay; wears not thy Eneimies becauſe 
thou telleſt us the Truth : But, becauſe thou: doſt -Poias 
ﬆ& us in Church, 'To which F'anſver, 


- 
. 


, 


| Firſt Tnkither Kknien thee] nor" thy'Sin; and conks. 
i hethes Joe -no#" © avach-4s:thought. 
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of: thee at that time; only the Word of the' Lord 
hath found thee out ;. and thine own guilty Coaſcience 
is witneſs againſt thee, © For, if thou art not guilty, why 
art thou concern'd > If thou art guilty, why doſt not 
thou amend thine own Fault, in ſtead of finding Fault 
with me? And my 


Second Anſwer is this, Thoſe that I have ſeen aſleep, Anſw. 2. 


t have ſpoken to and awaked, leſt the Lord ſhouv'd ftrike 
them dead upon the place, as he did Extychm for fieep- 
ing at St. Pa#Ps Sermon. And thoſe that have been 
laughing and impudently affconting Ged and the Con- 
gregation., I have openly rebuked, that others might 
fear, according to St. Paws Command , 1 Tim, 5. 20. 
Publick Faults are not to be privately , but publickly 
reproved. And if the Officers of this Pariſh had done 
their Duty, they ſhould have prefented ſach Men, as 
Diſturbers of Divine Service,by the 11 1th Canon of our 
Church. | 


Secondly, Others ſay, We are not thy Enemies be- Oby, 2, 


cauſe thon relleſt us the FTrath: Bur, becauſe thou keep- 
eſt ſuch a Bawling, and haſt ſd many Actions. 


As for ry Bawling,as you call it, T anſwer, There are Sons £Arſw. r. 


of Thunder, as well 2s ſueh as ſpeak with the {till ſmall 
Voice. The greateſt Senſe that ever was delivered; #9 
wit, the Moral Lai, was delivered in Thander and 
Ligrning. Lightning is neceſſary'to diſcover your Sins 
to you, and Thunder to ſtrike you! with: the Terror of 
the Lord, and to make you ſorry for them Whats 
told us in the Ear, we are to proclaim upon the Houſe 
- And God NY __ Cry AE, 

pare not, lift up thy voice likg a Trumpet; and ſue: my Fed- 
rien bl 6 and-rbe Houſe of Jacob, their Sins. 
And "tis recorded, Joln-7. 37. That Chriſt Tnmſelf food 
up at thelaff Day of the Feaſt, ARE I mn bac 
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Anſ(w, 2, 


Ohj. 3. 


Anſw. 


aloud; And the . Prophet Eſay does as it were ſupply 
-the.place of a Crier: For ſays he, Ho! eve 


"Commands from God, does not even Reaſoa -tel] us, 


-berty to uſe many more than eyer I have yet uſed: He 


A  —— 


oxe that 
thirſteth, and ſo on, I/a.s5.1, And if we had not theſe 


*Lis in vain to preach, if no Man can hear what we ſay? 
He had need have the loudeſt Voice, that woud awaken 
you who arc deep in Treſpaſles and Sins, 


And as for my Aftions,l anſwer, God hath given meli- 


has given me Liberty to.ſtamp with my Feet,and to bear 
the Pulpit, and to ſmite with my -Hands, if need be, 
which I have never done. For ſays the Lord, Ezck, 6. 
11, Smite with thine Hand, and ftamp with thy Foot, and ſay, 
#las , for all the evil abominations of the Houſe of Iſrael! 
Aſſore your ſelves, he that finds fault with my .earneſt- 
nels, does not know what.it is to be-in earneſt. And he 
does not know what that meaneth, Curſed be he that do- 
eth the Work, of the Lord negligently , Jer. 48, 10, Can ar 

Man forbear crying out in good earneſt, when he ſees ſo 
many poor Souls diſpersd abroad without: a Shepherd ? 


-Can any Man forbear crying out in good earneſt, when 


he ſees ſo many = Souls ready-to ſink down into Hell 
alive ? Did not dumb Atys cry out when he ſaw his Fa- 
ther in danger of being killd? And how much more 
would he have cried out,if he had ſeen him in as greats 
danger of being damned? 


HP po as aw ws « 


Thirdly, Others fay, We are not thy Enemies becauſe 
thou telleſt us the Truth. : But, becauſe thou art ſo long 
and fo tedious, 


To which 1 anſwer, Is the Service of God a Bur- | th 
den, and a Wearineſs unto thee, and doſt thou really 
ſauff at it, as the Prophet ſpeaketh, Mal, 1.13? wb 


didit __ Merry-mecting too long >When d 
thou reckon th 


Play-kouſe or the Tavern too tedious}. 
+" Vv 


| 
; 
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What wouldſt thou do if 1 ſhould diſmiſs thee ſooner? 
VYoulit thou go to the Exchange or the Coffec- 
houſe to hear News? Or wouldſtithou go: home and in- 
ſtruct thy Family, and Pray, and ſing Pſalms with them, 
and Catechife them, and examin them in what they have 
beard in Church? Sure I am, they that ule theſe and 
ſuch like Godly Exerciſes in their own Houſes, do never 
think themſelves too long in God's Houle; A Day there 
isbetter to them than athonſand elſewhere. VVhat an 

Age is this > VVhen God condeſcends to ſpeak to you 

for ſo long a time, and you think it much to give him 

the hearing > VVhen he vouchſafes to court you to be 

happy, and you will not be courted by him ? 


Fourthly, Others ſay, We are not thy Enemies becauſe Obj. 4. 


thou telleſt us the Truth: But, becauſe thou doſt over-do it. 


{To which | anſwer, 1f I over-do it, ſore I am, there Ar/w. 


are enough who under-do it, And | can never be ſo 
over-{tri&t.in prefling your Duty, as you are over-remiſs 
in-negleCting it. You donot know what ſtriftnefs Re- 
ligion-requires. If you did , you would ſay with the 
Prophet, Fer, 23.9. My Heart within me is broken becauſe 
of . the Prophets, all my Bones ſhake : I am likg a drunken 
man, avid like a man whom Wine hath overcome, becauſe of 
the; Lord, and becanſe. of the Words of bis Holineſs. © As if 
he- had ſaid, 1. ſtagger, I reel too and fro, lam amaz'd, 
I amat.my wits End, I cannot tell-what to do, ' the 
Lord requires of me ſo much Holineſs, and ſo muck 
Arictneſs, and I have ſo lirtle to give unto him. 


Fiftbly, Others ſay, VVe are not thy Enemies becauſe Os. 5. 


thou telleft us the Truch:: But; becauſe'thou-compareſt 
thy felf to Chriſt, and thy Succeflor to Barabbas. | 


To which I anſwer, VVhoever has reported that, he Aſs. 


is of his Father the Devil,” a Lyar, and the Truth of God 
is not in bim,. And-hig betrays withal, what, an excel- 
tent. Opinion he has of that Man's Honeſty, whom he 

| E compares 


_— prY ttt 


- 
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Anſw. 


” 


& aA Thief, for robbing his poor 

Neixvboeriof this Vitieyard, becabſe t* 56 6 *eHoebiehl 
fov:lam. "He thatreceives {tollen Goods B £" Thief] kf 
walÞas he tharſtoaN'them, ©'#t44d win guilty of Blaf! 
pliemy for acteptiny; as well as the Mulrcitiidde for x {hom 
mg HimDivine Honour: "Att tis remarkable,” Thit” 
the: deſtroying Angel ſpare@"the” Multitude/ and oly* 
took Yerhgeance of #rg4.” He ſpared the Thieves that' F 
ſtolsawayGod's Honour,” and he only punifhed the Col 
ſorter for baſely'aceepting of 'it. 'For, who woul@ have" 
been ſoſerved himſelf? VV < 741 af OM 
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Sixthly, Others ſay, We are not thy Enemies becauſe 
thou telleſt us the'Truth : 'But,”beraufe'ſo'many Diſſetit=" 
ers follow thee where-evec thou preacheſt. 

$1, :25330 74000 I, ei i411 

To-which I anſwer. VVho does the Church of Eng-- 
land" the 'belt Service * He' that brings'Diſſenters' to 
Church; yea;andto the Common-Prayer' tob? *Or he thar* 
drives'them away front both ?* VVho YHeſervyes bel" front® 
the Chuteh?7'He'tthat makes Diſſentery'in love with ft? Or! 
herrtrar! makes grave and ſcriqusChurchimento 'go'to' the! 
Difſeaters: Meetings, for want" of Aﬀectionate, Awaket2" 
ing-andScripture-Preaching'? 'I'fpexk ferioufly. \IFthe" 
excellent Liturgy, and the incomparable Oorſtitutions-bf® 
ein Ghurch-wers but rightlyfotfowed"by all” Chutch2" 
men; -both!.in!rheir/Lifeand Dottrits, there: would” tor” 
be-many-Difſenters-iniall England.' Which God grart fot | 
Chri@&-his ſake! ; ils bf $400 0 V an 141 qg30'7 [1 


Seventhly, Others. fay, VVe are-not thy Enemies, be- 
cauſe #Hou-telleft us the Truth": But ;" becauſe) there k 
fucha-Throngahd-ſuch a Prefs, :and ' ſack''a'Multirude” 
that follow ».that "there is rio cotring! it thee,'''T'&* 
which Lanſwer;crÞ 5 19 Ve er ng | ve © 

Firit of all;'Qh the unaccountable perverſeneſs of Men?" 


! 


14? = "1 104 


For fay*they, '(f>the-Chureh* be: thin” arid empty,” 
\ 2-4 off vorrrorgtT 
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will go there t6 Be ſtarved ? And if it be full and iEGag: 
ed; who will go there to be ſwelter'd th Death ? Ler us 
do what we can : Let as either pipe and dance, or mourn 
and weep; And Men will be Men iill,. they, will do 
whar rhey lift, arid they will neyer be withour-fome filly 
Extuſe or other tb keep them away froth Church. 


earihot come at your Sedrs? VYhy Tr C4 F Ike, as 
j6h, wh are {© fiedt rhe; bifth” "rote 20608 to it,” 
coſ Who are {6 fit from it VVhar if you were iago 
ff&rh Sed to Sea to hear the YYor of the Lord? 

you be” dif) _ &d w& fe God's H Farveſt ſo Break? And 


_ you'h nurY Feb - 2 62 ſo bntite- 
yt Tis als on ' Coy wenn: Ga _Are* never e- 
aac as hey's -! to be... W a ce ever thanks 


Gol for the gh of the Sun , which" is, the greateſt 
Bieſifiz npon Earth ? It's RW IUTS from it $ 


true and real worth. 


Secondly, Ts the Churcti fo full ind thron 5d that the Anſw. 2. 


Thirdly, It ever you + £o into, Hears, D, if LO hon Anſtd; 5x d. 


. will enter in at the ſtrai and __ Gates JÞ 

| preſs,' and preſs hard, {you {t br your” pr 6 
x OA through fuch, a Th hron! & ths To hp my 

f* ' foil Telves a way as rHron} Fr Army, wi 

# The are rYoſt'Sons'of Violence rhar take Heaven 


Theſe Little oh 5 of this, World = 
£ * mifith, are If ret Joy T heſe tr 'l 
SG d, wy )u Grea 'Ones dab Alon it? 
kl ee dba 
ih 
ant the Aſif rude 46 
rophets, They Rays 
Feſm of' Dn ret "i z kh 
of 'th& Rulers" coat'f out, An 
MA WT dhe ty A 
tit Jews, You have ftollen _ Earth _ Hel = 
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Anfw. 4. 


Azrſw. 5. 


if you have not a very great care, they will ſteal Hea- 
ven from you. , However, through ſuch a Crowd as this 
you mult go there, if ever you go there. 


Fourthly, VVhat if your Church be, ſo filld and 
throng'd that you can ſcaree get atit? Do not you 
know, that I have often preached, that all Men ſhould 
go.to their own Pariſh-Churches? And have not I fre- 
quently. exhorted and preſſed them to it ? And'. why 
then do you blame me. for that, which is not in my 
Power to prevent ? Yea, why do you blame me for that, 
which you commend others for, a.great Auditory ? God 
grant that they may all have ſuch conſcientious Minis 
ſters, . that they may have.no need to go from their own 
Churches, either for Dalily-Prayers,, Preaching, Bapti+ 
Zing, Catechiſing, Viſiting the Sick, Receiving the Sas 
crament.,. or any other Chriſtian Ordinance, as too mas 
ny.are forced to do, who. have: no. Miniſter. living #+ 


mong them. | 


. Fifihly,V Vhat if your Church be ſo filPd and throng's? 
Do. not you know, that ſome of Chriſt's Hearers drew 
nigh-.to hear him, others ſat about kim, others ſat at 
his Feet, others; leaned on his Breaſt, others hanged up- 
on his Mouth, others nntiled the Roof of the Houſe 
wherein he taught,. others got up into-Sycamore-trees 
that they might-ſee. him at leaſt, if they could - not hear 
him, and others. trod one upon another, out of an ear- 
neſt deſire to get, as near him as they could, Luke 12.1 
And cannot you bear that in my Hearers, . which Chrif 
himſelf both bore and commended in-his ? Is that, to gy, 
Difprajſe, which was an Honour to my Lord, and Maſter, 
and.the very Joy of his Heart? VVill not you ſuffer 
to receive us,25 if Chrift were. here preſent ? Eſpecially, 
when he himſelf js expreſs, that whoever receiveth. us 
receiveth him, and bim that ſent him ;_ and whatever 
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done to us in his Name, heeſteems and rewards as done 


to. Himſelf. 


Eighthly, Others ſay, we are not thy Enemies becauſe Obj, $. 


thou celleſt us the Truth : But becauſe thou Raileſt ar us. 


To which I anſwer, 

Firſt of all, He is no Railer, who according to his 
Office tells Men of their Faults for the good of their 
Souls, But, he is a Railer, who does as Diotrephes did, 
love the Preeminence, and recezveth ue not, but goeth about 
from Houſe to Houſe, prating againſt us with Malicious 


Words : and not content therewith ;, neither doth he himſelf 


receive the Brethren , and forbiddeth them that wou'd, and 
caſteth them out of the Church, 3 John 9. 10. And ſuch a 
one'is a Railer, and not he, whoſe FunCtion it. is, to 
tell him of, and to rebuke him for that his Railery, that 
he may learn not to. Blaſpheme. 
Secondly, What Men count Railery in me, was ne- 
ver ſo yr other by Chriſt , the Prophets, or Apoſtles. 
They all uſed to ſpeak plain, blunt and home. St. John 
Baptift ſaid to the Phariſees and Sadducees, O-Generation 
of Vipers, who bath warned you to flee from the Wrath to 
come ? St, Pal ſaidzto Elymas the Sorcerer, O full of all 
Subtilty and Miſchief, thow Child of the Devil, thoa. Enemy 
of all Righteouſneſs. - Yea, and even Chriſt himſelf, who 
wh:n he. was Reviled, Keviled not again, was guilty of the 
very ſame thing, that now a-days is cry'd out upen 
for inſuffexable Railing. For, did he not ſay to the Ru- 
ler of the Synagogue to.his Face, Thow Hypocrite, Luk e 
13. ty? And was not this a part of his: Meſſage to H®- 
rod, Go ye and tell that Fox, ver. 32? And did he not 
fo. often joyn- together. the Scribes, Phariſees, Lawyers 
and Hypocrites, that thoſe Four VVords may' be almoſt 
taken for one and the {ſame thing? And does not St, 
Epighanime ic his Epiſtle before his Book. againſt — 
" OtR. 


Anſw.. 1. 


Aaſw, 2. \-, 
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both excuſe and defend [ach 4 ſharÞ way of Reprovin 
Yea, does not the Prophet foretel that this ſhould be one 
of tie Bleſſings of Chriſt's Kingdom, 1/4. 32, 5, The Vile 


Perſon ſhall to more be calle# Liberal, nor the Chkr1 ſaidl ro 


be Bountiful. That is, All tliings (hall be called by their 
proper Names, The Prodigal ſhall be called Prodigal, 


and not Liberal : And the Covetons ſh! be calle# Co- 


vetotrs, and ndt x Good Hasbatid. Bat rhe truth on'r 
is now a-days, Men ate better bretl than to rey heir 
Hearers of their Faalts in plain Engticth, They Preith 
of" Sin ' in fuch' neat, foft ard diticare Langoape, that 
Men 46 almoſt rake as mich pleaſure to hear it ſmobth- 
I; Preachi'd agaifilf, as they do'in CONNER © They 
give it fuch gentte Totches, as if they wotild make Nen 
velieve rliey were afraid to hvfr ir, and tliar "tweze pity 
to uſcit harder. They give it fuch 6aſſe Strokes of their 
Per, 4s if they wete in love with it, and: were very 
loath to blot it out with alt its Band-writing: 


Nnthly, Others ſay we are not, thy Enemies, becauſe 
thou telfeff us the Truth : But, becauſe rhbrr art 6 in- 
ſiſtrably Proud, that rhon ſcoraeſt to Keep Company 
bur with ſuctr and ſuch choice” and (eleft Perſons. To 
which I afiſwer, 


Firſt, 'Tis a ſign" you hive nd outward: ill Atﬀtion ts 
charge me with; whet' yo are forc'd to judge the ve- 
4 Thoughts and Intenrs of my" Heart for want of bet- 

" Accuſation, But let any Man judge. Whois md 
Proud; 1 for being thoughr ſo, or you for thinking me (6; 
and" ſo making. your 'Selves Gods, by pretending ro 
know the Heart ? 


, Secondly, 1 acknowledge my felf very ſcrupulons of :| 
gbing into | atly Publick-Houſes, accotling 'to' the' 754 1: 
Canon of oi Chiirth: Aka Iain very. cat in* KeetE* 
ing Con pany eltKer with the Forfiitator, the Covet, - 4 


We 
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the, ldplater, the Railes., the Dyunkayd oy the: Excar- 
tiangr, Or. any. ſuch Man, For, Sp. Pauhath command- 
ed me, np, nt to, Eat with ſugh,, unleſs;ig; be, as, our 
» Sayiqur did,with Publicans and Sinners, in, order, to,thein 
Converſion, I. Cor. 5. 11. And: for theſe, and: ſach: like 
heinous Crimes, I agg repreſenzed, by: ſome: 28.21 Perfoct 
Mad-man, And I; mult needs own, thak et; excthey; are 
Mad for breaking, theſe. Apoliglical, and, Ecc'ebalt ical 
anons, or.I. am Mad; for keeping them. . Kut: I. bleſs 
Gol I. have. no. capſe. ta take ought.of | this amils. For; 
briſt himſelf went for a Mad-man, Mark 3. 21, St: 
Paul went for a Mad-man; and-thaz, for. being raacarn- 
Y that is, for not. bejng, Mad, a all,, As 26; 24., Nay, 
and.our, whole. Religion is.called Foulifhnuſs, 3:Cor, 1; 183 
And, Madneſs, Wild. s. 4: And bleſſed , are ye: when em 
ſhall, revile . you, and perſecuts you, ayd ſhall. fay.all manner 
of , Evil, againſt you falſely for my, Names ſake.. Rejoyee and 
be exceeding g{ad; far great gs, your Reward. in Heaven: for 
Reed they the Prophets which, were befars you, Manthy - 
Sy 114124 


Laitly, Or 
thou tell ,us.the..Truth-: Bot, in.-plaig//Termg,; be= 
cauſe .thqu haſt Preached .Falſe Dofrin,. Forghouhaſt: 
Pfeached, That Faſting is ngcefſary. to Salvatione And. 
that Man and ,Wife ought.to.defreyd one anather :of- 
al} Conjuzal, Pleaſures, upon theis. Faſting-days.. And: 
thay haſt Preached alſo, That be who.keeps;thewbole. 
Lai, and allows himſelf only ja one beloved 8imyis:vorſe! 
thay, he that, keeps no, patÞ, of: the. Law.atalk | And: 
thou, | aſt Preached,plidy Thak no:{1ſarer- ought tobe 
adihitre 1.to the Sacramegt,; ugzil bebe Reformed ; and4 
that he FAR neyerbe-Reformgd,; tillche.-has magei Re- : 
ſtjzution, of all his. Uſury., To whick 1 anſrery | 


Fx 6* Sepf Re If 1 baxg. reached any-Falle,Dofrini, Arſw. 1. 
| hays beck a! | 


, 


apkTeadly io anſwgu. all Objeftjons that 
have 


Others ſay we are notthy- Enemies, becauſe. 0% 10, 
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have been ſent me, And if I had not been ready ſo to 
do; yer, the Law was open, and my Enemies might 
have had me before the Biſhop, and accuſed me; as 
they endeavoured to put me in the Spiritual Court for * 
Viſiting the greateſt ObjeCt of Chariry that ever I have 
ſeen, or-indeed, ſo much as heard of, and Praying and 
Faſting for her Recovery, which, bleſſed be God for ir, '# 
has been now ſome conſiderable time effeted to the 
Wonder and Admiration of all that knew her. And 
the Lord of his infinite Mercy ſo preſerve her for Chriſt 
his ſake! 

Secondly, 1 anſwer in Particular, 

Firſt, As to Faſting, I do openly declare it neceſſary 
to Salvation, For,Chriſt hath commanded itin the 6th 
of Matth.And as an incouragement to the obſervation of 
it ; he has given the ſame promiſe to it, as he has done 
to Alms and Prayers, ver. 18. Secondly, I do declare, 
that every Man of the Church of England is bound in 
Conſcience to obſerve the Vigils, and Faſts, and Days 
.of Abſtinence commanded in the Rubrick. Thirdly, 1: 
do declare, that every Man and Wife muſt defraud one 
another of all conjugal Pleaſures upon their Faſting- 
Days. For ſays St,Pawl, 1 Cor.7.5. Defrand one another 
conſent for a time, that ye may give your ſelves to Faſting 
and Prayer, And the Prophet 1s expreſs, Eſa,58.3, That' 
one Reaſon why the Lord did not regard the Faſts of 
thoſe times, was, becauſe they found Pleaſure in the 
Days of their Faſts. And that you may not think me 
fingular in the interpretation of theſe Texts of Scrip- 
ture, I haye here brought you Biſhop Taylor to confitm 
what I fay. His Words are theſe in his Holy Living, 

nol; 
De- 


Y 


Seth. 5. Chap. 4. © He that Faſts for Repentance, m 

* during that Solemnity, abſtain from all bodily De- 

© lights, and the Senſuality of: all his Senfes and his” 

* Appetites : For a Man muſt not, when he mournsin 

* his Faſt, be merry in his - Spox : Weep at Dinner, , 

* and laugh all Day after : Have a Silence a 
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© and Muſick in his Chamber ; judge the Stomach and 
© feaſt the other Senſes. 1'deny nor, but a Man may 
© in a ſingle Inſtance puniſh a particular Sin with a pro- 
©per Inſtrument, If a Man bave offended in his 'Pa- 
©late, he may chuſe to Faſt only: If he have ſinned fn 
sSoftneſs and in' his Touch, he may chaſe to lie /hard, 
-# and wot k hard, and uſe ſharp Inflictions : But althoogh 
this Diſciplin be proper and particular, - yet becauſe 
© the Sorrow is of the whole Man, no Senſe maſt rejoyce, 
+ or-be with any ſtudy or purpoſe feaſted: and enter- 
© tained ſoftly. This Rule is intended to relate to the 
© Solemn Days appointed for Repentance publickly or 
© privately. | 7 
Secondly, 'l do openly: declare: as to 'the ſecond Par- 
ticular, That.he who keeps the whote'Law, and allows 
himſelf only in one beloved Sin, is worſe than he who 
keeps no part: of the Law at all, For, St, Fohx tells us 
Rev: 3. 15, 16. That the Lukg-warm Chriſtian is far worſe 
than be that is quite Cold'i That 4s, "The Half-Chriſtian 
is far worſe than he that» prex8nds-to- no*Chriſtianity 
at all, The Publican and the'Harlot go to Heaverr before 
the Phariſee, the Scribe and' the Lawyer. ' And” Reafok / 
tells us alſo, That when a Man's. AﬀeCtions are all ſet 
vpon- one Sin, they are far more violent than if 'they 
were fet upon-many Sins, As the Beams of 'the Sun con- 
trafted by a' Burhimg-glaſsburn mote 'violeatlythan' if 
they were'difperſed abroad,” Or, as #\Man-in-Love with 
one fiagle perton;” loves more violently than if his? &f- 
feftions wore'free for all comers. And beſides. Is it not rhe 
height of Miſery to be almoſt a Chriſtian, ro be almoit 
happy, to have almoſt done 0:08 Duty, "ro have almolt 
pdig'd ones point: Andiyet; to'miſs of it:notwirhſtand- 
ing? 'k it nor the greateit Vexation: to haveſeſeap 
al} the! dangers of » a; long .Sea-Voyage:! And yet 5-10 
{offer Shipwreek in'"the'very” Haven; 'iftithe Pope at 
ſelf, at Land? Is it not the Emphaſis of all-Misbre 
tune to have kept the whole Law; Aud yet to offend 
271 F in 
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3n oge point only | Is jr-not the Sting; itis not the 
Hell af Hell -izs felf to be juſt entring inta Heaven : 
Ard ya to be tumbled down: from - thence into Fire 
unquenchable? But this I have explained. and proved at 
large three Sund3ys-2go. And ſo it needs no further 
Preaf at preferit, And that you may nat think me ſin« 
gular in; this Qpinion neither, be but pleaſed to conſult; 
Biſhop Taylor's Sermon cancerning Lukewarmneſs, and 
you will find him of; the ſame mind, 

Thirdly, 1 do openly declare as to the third Particu-. 
lar, that every Miniſter and every Churchwarden 
throughout Eng/an, arc actually perjured and forſwarn, 
by the 109th Canon of our Church, if they ſuffer any 
Uſurer-to come'to the Sacramtent,. till he be reformed. 
And there: is -no'Reformation withaut Reſtitutian. 

' This s-what have told the Miniſter and one of the: - 
Church-wardens, and ſome of the Pariſioners by them-. 
ſelves in private. And becauſe they would not refarm ups». 
on my private Admonition;l have alſo told it the Church 
of God.. And becauſe they-have not reformed upon that: 
neither, I do:here publiſh/it tothe. whale World,.and-; 
I:eal Heaven - and Earth to. witneſs, that I am pure 
from all their Bloed: 

And that you. may know, what Uſary -is forbid: by 


the: Word of God, turn to: Ezck, 18; » 23 and you- |} 


will. find, : that whoever giveth upon Ufory, or taketh. 
Avy Increaſe. Markt, He. that taketh Ag Increaſe a+... 
bove the Prigcipal, not fix-in the Hundred ;- but let it; 
be- never fo little,'and never ſo:moderate : - He that 
taketh Any Increaſe, is an Uſurer, and fuch a one, as- 
ſhall ſurely die for his Uſary, and his Blood ſhall- be 
ypon his own Head. This is that Word of God, by- 
whicty you ſhall all be faved or damned at the laſt Days. 
and. all thoſe trifing and-ſhuffling diſtinftions, that cov - 
yetous Uſurers have invented, ſhall never be able tous? 
cu& your Damnation, 
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Heretofore,; all Uurious Clergy-men were degraded 
from Holy Orders: And all Ufurious Lay-men were ex- 
communicated in their Life-time, aid hindred Chriſtian 
Burial after Death , till their Heirs made ry cpa 
for a)l they -had SOLLEn by Uſury. And L 
penly make this Challenge to all che Parma 
ry 3 If they will. bring me, an Faw ons Approved 
among the Antients that has, det ury 1 wil 
bring them Fifry, I will bring =—_ Hundreds, yea, 1 
will bring them whole Councils and Fathers, that "have 
Unanimouſly condemned. it. And that you may not 
think-me fiogular in; this Opinioa oe & EE 
brought you the Opinion of the greatelf 
| do verily believe, ever, wrote in the Chr 
I mean, the moſt Judicious, the moſt bom an 
Humble Dr. Sanderſon, late Biſbop of Linen 
are theſe, —1n his Sermon upon, Car. 7, = 

© Thus! have we Cds he's an; LE 1 
ality of 2 right Calgon Tal? ſome, rk 
ther, Ad 


C , ay two each 


$ the Vſorer hugging bio 
* be-harh _—_  onnh: pang 
: = qa bout of the iT = _ ib 

1s 'indeed with & arer in. 2s Wi the 
© Dromkerd: If, the Dravherd ſhould agk = 

© of the Ter Commandments he i £04 51 cou 
«nat readily give; him ;a pn wer..'N 
«hat. he ſinnerhznoy againRavy ; but becauſe he Snneth. 
© gainſt fo many of, them,, that; it 1s. hard 9 ay 9gainſd 
«which moſt. He. faneth againit <4 fexth Command- 
© ment, by diſtempering his! Kody 3, he, finneth againt> 
© tht ſean by enflawing, his W's he. liggech_ agaiotÞ 
\ bei eighth , by. making walte.,of . the good Thr ii ) 
;of Goel. Right ſois it, with qur- WwaIg. this 

@ He would poſe me , that. ſhould: ask, we.the 
© which | of theſe. three | Rules fetcheth . in: the 32s 
and his Cabling Yerily | cannob well tell, which 14 

F 2 
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*1 think every one of rhe three may; howſoever , a. 
* mong'the | three, I am ſure have him, If Uſuy 
© be ſimply «lawful (as Moſt of the Learned have con- 
© cluded) then the fir Rule: hath him. I ſhould be ve- 
M,/ gr to condemn any thing as ſimply unlawful, 
which any even imaginary conjunfure of Circumſtan- 
© ces would render {awful ; 'and would ckuſe rather by 
© an over liberal Charity to cover 4 multitude of Sins, 1 Per. 
© 4.8 (if I may abuſe the Apoſtles Phraſe to that Senſe) 
© than by a'too ſuperFitiows reſtraint make one. Yet the 
© Texts of Scripture are ſo expreſs, and the grounds"of 
© Reaſon, 'bronght by learned Men, ſeem ſo'ſtrong againſt 
© all Vſury : that 1 have much ado to find ſo much cha- 
F rity in my (elf; as to abſolve'any kind of Uſury, (pto! 
pet ſo'called)' with what cautions or” 'circhiaſtances 
© foever qualified, from being a ſi. But 1 will ſuſpett 
©mine own and the common judgment: hereiny.and ad- 
© mit for this once (dato ner” conceſſo, ) that Uſkiy: be in 
© fone caſe lawful, arid! ſo our Uſurer eſcape the ff 
<Zaleh which'y 8 Ealibbr be,” till his reerh- be knocked gur 
© for biritig * But'you muſt knock out his brajns #60, before 
© he eſcape our ſecond Rule.' 1 dare ſay, the melt fearn- 


*ed Uſurer that liveth" (and they'ſay foe learned' ones | 


© are Uſurers,) will never be able to prove, that/V/ary 
©If it be at alf!awf#l, 'is ſo' lawful; as to/be-made'a'CW- 


* ling,” | Here all his Doffors and his Profforsy and his Ad | 
"Gate eave ti.” 'Bor, 6a it poſlibly enter into ay | 


© reaſonable mans head ro"*think, that a man ſhonld Ye 
*born--for nothing elſe, but to tell out money, and take 
* m.'pxper? which if a man had many millions of gold 
©and: filver, could take up bat a ſmall portion of thar 


precious time which God would have ſpent in-ſfome ho--- 


neft and fruitful' employment. But whatido I'ſpeak of 
* che judgment of reaſonable inen'in ſo plait''a.matcer ; 
wherein 1 dare appeal to the tonſcience even of the V- 
© ſartr himſelf? and it had need be a very plain matter, 
© chat « man wonl@ refer to the conſcienee' of an'V/aurer. 


No 
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' No honeſt man need be aſhamed of an honeſt Calling : 
, if then the Uſurers Calling be ſuch, what need he care 
, who knoweth, or why ſhould he ſhame with it? If 
, that be his trade, why doth he not in his Bulls and 
c Bonds and Noverints , make it known to all men by 
, thoſe preſents that he is an U/ſxrer, rather than write 
. himſelf Gentleman, 'or Yeoman, or by ſome other ttite 3 
, But ſay yet our V/arer ſhould eſcape, art leaſt in the 
; judgment of his own hard'ned conſcience , from both 
, theſe Rmles as from the Sword of Fehn apd Hazel: there 
, is yet a-third Rule, like the ſword of Eliſha, to ſtrike 
, him ſtone-dead, and he ſhall never be able to eſcape 
. that. Let him ſhew wherein his Calling is: profitable 
; to humas ſociety. He: keepeth' no Hoſpitality-: "1f he 
. have but a barr'd chef, and' a ſtrong /eck to ktep his 
God and his Scriptures (his Mammen and 'his'Parchments 
*in) he hath, houſe-room enough. He fleecerh many ; 
© bot. cloatherh none. He bireth and dewvorreth ; but ecat- 
©#th all his morlels alone : He giveth not'ſo:much as 2 
© rum, no not to his deareſt Broker or Scrivener ;- only , 
-where he biteth, he allowerh them to /crareb what'they 
can for themſelves. The King, the Church, the Poor; 
are al} wronged by him, and fo areal] that live near 
©him : "in every” common charge, he ſlippeth the collar; 
© and:Heaveth the :burden upon -thoſe'that are eſs able: 
*Tt Were not poſſible, Uſurers ſtiould be fo bitterly" in- 
t yeighed- againſt by ſober (Heathen Writers ;, fo ſevere: 
©ly cenfared by the Civil and Canon Laws ; {6 uniforin- 
*ly condemned by Godly Fathers and Comncils fo uit 
©verſally ha'ed by all men of all ſorts, and in-all 'lg, 
© ves and Countries; as Hiſtories and Experience mane 
©feſt_ they ever have been, and afe: if thei Prattice 
"and Calling had been any way profitable, and' not indeed 
feyery way hyrtfol and incommodions both X6*privare 
menard piblick. fociety:* If any thing. tan meke # Cal: 
bo 0d certainly the 'Uſurers Calling cannot 
awfuy. © - os FIGeT! 
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certainly the Uſurers Calling caunot be lawful, Look 40 


- 
— cc RN ea 


— a 


oo _—_——————— 
a . 


7 Aark it, If any thing can make a- Calling uolawfal; 


i all ye of this Pariſh, whoſe chicfeſt Employmear is 
Banking and Uſury, Suppoſe the Lord Chief Juſtice 
of England, and all lis Brethrea the Judges of this King- 
dom, ſhould purpolely come and tell yon out of pure 


.Loveand Friendſhip, Sirs, If ever any Mar in tbe World 


had 4 bad Title to his Eft ate ;, then, you bave a bad Title to 


your Eſtate. Would not you readily thank them all far 


their Kindneſs, and would nat you preſently look 2bout 
yau, and endeavour to get your fclves a better Title? 
Without all doubt you would all do ſo. 

And yet, here comes one of the greatelt Caſuiſts. that 


-gver wrote, and tells you! plainly, that the Graunds, of 


Reaſon, 'the Authoxity of Heathens Writers, the expreſs 
Texts of Scripture, the Civil and Canon Law, the Fa- 
-thexs and Councils, and the Hiſtory and Experience of 
all Ages. and Countries, da all unanimouſly: agree, That 
if any thing can make 4 Calling unlawful ; then, the Vſurers 
Calling, that is, your Calling, cax never be lawful. p 
And now dare any. of you call me ſingular: in this O. 
pinion, which is confirmed and eſtabliſhed by fuch a 
"mighty Cloud of Witneſſes? Does not the whole Warld 
even curſe-and damn all Uſurers to the Pit, of Hell? For? 
ſays the Prophet, Fer.15. 1@, Wais me, my Adother, that 
thou baf+ born me, a man of Serife, and @ man of Contention 
te the whole Earth: 1 kave neither tent on Uſury, nor men 
have lens to me on Uſury, yet every one of them doth curſe 
Me. 2 if he had ſaid, it I had _ = or taken 
upon Uſyry, every Man, Woman and Child thraughout 
the.whole Earth might lawfully bave curſed me. And 
doſt thou make that thy Calling, which all Mankind 
way. lawfully Curſe ? Qb what a tuff thing an Uſurers 
Conſcience is! Can any thing equal.it for ardneſs, but. 
his barred, locked Iron Cheſt ? 'Oh. how hard is. it fon” 
fuch a miſerable Wretch to be ſaved, whom nothing a 
convince of his Sin, whom all the Power and Demons 
ation 
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frration of the Spirit cannat t9 prefer the Wiſe 
dom of God before his own ment ! Oh what 
wilt thou then ſay 2 When thay ſhalt find thy ſelf in the 
fame miſerable Condition with the Young Man in the 
Goſpel: Perfett.in all things but One ; And-yet danned for. 
that alane ; for thy Covet "tz 

And now, Am [l therefore become-your Enemy becauſe 
I tell you theſe and ſuch like plain Truths ? Am-4 become 
Towr Enemy, Your Enemy who loved me ſo.much when 
1 firſt came here? Yowr Enemy who choſe me ſo unani- 
moully, and compoſed all your former Differences vu 


my Chaice ; and which was never known before, invited. 


the other Pariſh to: partake of your Veſtry? And am I: 
become your Enemy for telling you the Truth ? Could 
you poſſibly have expected any other from me of alt Men: 
whatever ? Did you not know, that | was e'en hindred 

to Preach, for having told ſome of my Brethren the 

Clergy of ſuch Faults as I thought my ſelf ,bound in 

Conſcience to do ?- And did not you know, /it was reck- 
oned a greater Fault in me to Preach againſt rhoſe Faults, 
than-it was in others to Live in/them ?' And yet, conld 
you poſſibly think that I who-{pared not them, would e- 
ver ſpare you? Or did-any of you imagin that 1 hated . 
the Chureb, becauſe 1 found fault with fome Charch- 
wen, who were breakers of their Subſcription-? *Do-+ 
you imagin that I hate Chriſtianity, becauſe } kate. and: 
abhor the Faults of all bad Chriſtians? Do you imagi 
that I preached that Sermon againſt Pluraliries , 
Reſidence, Removing from a poor to a rich Living, the 

neglect of Catecbiling and Daily-Prayers , and the-pre-- 
ferring of Courts and Great Mens Houſes before the - 
Churches of the Living God ? Do you imagiri'that 1- 
preached that Serman againſt all thoſe F for to make - 
the Clergy deſpicable ? De-you,can-'yoy pollibly ingagin- 
ſach a thing ? 'God is Judge I did not. I love a. good 
Clergy-man too well for that. 1 love the very ground he 


_ goes upon, . I know his great VVorth, He. is worthy of 


double. 
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Jonble Honoar. Hel rious depetiden Creature. 
P He is wotthy'of, S20 and may challenge a dou- 
ble Honour, when Men are ſo baſe as to deny him #n 


: ordicary Reſpet. Oh how beautiful upon the Mountains art 

the Feet of  bim that bringeth good Tidings, that publiſhah 

peace, that bringeth good tidings of Good, that ory 
vation, that Jaith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth, Ifa. 52:7. 

| God is judge, All my Deſign was, 

Firs, To do as God himſelf does, to begin with God 
own Houſe. For, till that be firſt reformed, no- confi 
derable Reformation can ever bemade. Till the Spring 
be ſweetned, the Streams will be bitter. And it was, 

Seconaly, That no Men might take it amiſs, when | 
told them of their Faults, having told the Clergy of 
| theirs 'in the firſt place,” Paul withſtood Peter to the 
Face, and told him of his Fault before all the Peopin 
And it was | 
Thirdly, That I might gain-my Dodtrin the frees. 
Paſſage into the Hearts of all my Hearers, by ſhewing- 
them openly, that | did nothing by Prejudice or Parts, 
Aity,.but that 1 taughtithe way of God in Truth, with-. 
our Langaady ing any Man's Perſon. 1 
+» God'is;Judge, If all Men would but as diligently an-\ 
\ to live ftridt Lives ; to avoid all Publick Houſes}: 
thoſe Haunts of Idteneſs :and- Debauchery ; ' and/10'; 
pranid alſeſtionately, and: by hearc : If all -Men would 
a3: Glgenrly .encieavour to do this, and: to obſerve 
hw ee the Canons, the' Articles, the Homilies, and 
the Liturgy | of rhe Church of England : If all Men, I 
ſay; would- but as diligently endeavour to do all this, as 
I my ſelf have bitherto always done in my Station-: Then, F 
All ts:;Profeſſors - would 'endeavour to be like 'its' in- 
comparable *Conftitutions, the beft in the whole eto, 
Amen, Lord Jeſus, Amen, Amen, 


Preachd in 


The Sum of 'the whole matter is this : 
This is the Charge that God gave me when I firſt 
came to this Place, Son of Man, I have made thee a Watch- 
man unto the Houſe of Iſrael: Therefore hear the Word from 
mouth, and give them warning from me. When I ſay un- 
{ —t0 the wicksd , Thou ſbalt ſurely die ;, and thou giveſ bim 
; not warning, nor ſpeakeſt to warn the wicked from his wicked 
way to ſave bs life, the ſame wicked man ſhall die in his Ini- 
quity ;, but his Blood will I require" at thine hand, Ezek. 3, 

17, 18, 

"And what I an to tell you \from Ged at my going a- 
way from this place is this, [wo whatſoever City or Town 
yt fall enter, mein who wit 31 worthy, and hire abide if A 

- ye go thence, And when ye come into an Honſt, ſalute it, of 
And if the Houſe be worthy, let your peace come upon it : but 
if it be not worthy, let your peace return to you, And whoſe- 
ever ſhall not recerve you, nor hear words : when 

out of that Houſe or City, ſhakg off the duſt of your Feet, Ve- - 2" 
rily I ſay «no you, it ſhalt be more tolerable for the Land of 4 
Sodom and Gomorrah, in the day of Fudgment, than for 4 
that City, Matth. 10, 11,12,13,14,15, From which dread-. 
ful Judgment, Good Lord deliver this Place for Chriſts - - 
fake, wLS 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


A. NOre Sermons of the ſaine Author will be ſhoctly! 
Printed. 


